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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the items identified in this Information 
Disclosure Statement ("IDS") are brought to the attention of the Office. The items are listed on 
the attached form PTO-1449 and copies are enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 

The items identified in this IDS may or may not be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56. 
The submission thereof by Applicants is not to be construed that any such patent, publication, or 
other information referred to therein is material or considered to be material (37 CFR § 1.97(h)), 
or even qualifies as "prior art" under 35 USC § 102 with respect to this invention unless 
specifically designated by Applicants as such. 

Notably, Applicants have already filed three previous IDSs in the present application - 
namely, a first IDS filed on July 25, 2003 ("IDS #1"), a second IDS filed on November 18, 2003 
("IDS #2"), and a third IDS filed on March 15, 2004 ("IDS #3"). All of the previous IDSs are 
accessible in PAIR. In the Office Action dated March 24, 2004, however, only a single form 
PTO-1449 (associated with IDS #2) initialed by the Examiner was enclosed. Thus, the majority 
of the items identified in the present IDS ("IDS #4") were previously identified to the Examiner, 
namely, in IDS #1 and IDS #3. To avoid duplication of effort by the Examiner, consideration of 
the present IDS (#4) in lieu of IDS #1 and IDS #3 is respectfully requested. 
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